THE REVELATION OF THE KING'S RIGHTEOUSNESS

1 Samuel 24
   Matthew 4:1-11

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, as we have seen already, David is a type of Christ. David is for the Old Testament what Jesus is for the New and, indeed, in ultimate reality, for both the Old Testament and the New Testament. I read Matthew chapter 4 on purpose because this story in 1 Samuel 24 is David’s temptation in the wilderness. In chapter 23, we saw David revealed to the people as their saviour, for it was he who delivered the village of Keilah from the Philistines. We also noted that, as he left the village of Keilah afterwards, David saw that Saul was prepared to take out the village of Keilah, a village of Israel, to fulfil his ambition of getting his hands on David. David would not put them in that difficult position where they had to make a choice between him and Saul. That is the attitude of a real king – concerned about his people and their welfare, whereas Saul was only concerned about himself and his own welfare. 

The Lord Jesus Christ was also revealed to Israel as its Saviour. When Jesus came to John the Baptist at the Jordan River, John said to the people, “Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. This is the one who is greater than I for he existed before me and I came baptizing in order that he be manifested to Israel. This one is the Son of God.” And the Spirit came down from heaven and the Father spoke from heaven and said, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” And what do we read in the very next verse? “Then Jesus was lead up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” 

David has just been revealed to Israel as its real king and he now is driven into the wilderness of Engedi, the Rocks of the Wild Goats, near the Dead Sea. And what a temptation comes to him! 

Maybe some of you people have tried to determine the Lord’s will for your life by the 'open-door' policy. You know, if a door opens, then it must be the Lord’s will and therefore we should go through. Well, talk about an open door! Here is one for David; Saul asleep, apparently on his own, in the cave. And that’s exactly what his men said to him, “Look David, the Lord has handed your enemy to you on a plate – take him out!” And they said that, “God would give Saul into his hand.” I don’t believe I’ve ever read anywhere that God said that. It is true, congregation, the Lord does lead us and in a sense, speak to us, through providence, through events in our lives; but he never speaks in providence differently from what he says in his Word. 

Why didn’t David kill Saul? As one Australian writer, John Hercus, says, “After all it would have been as easy as ‘kiss your hand’, and nobody could have done anything about it.” He reckons that David voted No to knocking off Saul because Saul was the Lord’s anointed. And guess who else was the Lord’s anointed? David. You wouldn’t want to give other people ideas like that, would you? You might be signing your own death warrant. But Hercus reckons more. He reckons David trusted God and if God could call him from the fields of Bethlehem over and above his seven older brothers, then he could and he would put him on the throne in his own time. And whomever he might have to kill on the way, it was not to be Saul, because anointing was serious. Anointing was being specially set apart for God and to raise one’s hand against the Lord’s anointed was to raise one’s hand against the Lord. And that is right. 

David had written a Psalm when he was betrayed by the Ziphites at the end of the previous chapter, chapter 23. It is Psalm 54 and in the Psalm he prayed to God to save him. “Well David,” said his men, “here’s your answer. The Lord is answering you, man.” But David had also written in Psalm 37, “Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in him and He will do it. Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for him and fret not yourself because of him who prospers in his way because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.” 

In chapter 23 David is revealed as Israel’s saviour and as their deliverer. He is now revealed as Israel’s righteous saviour and deliverer. He’s not perfect in this, like the Lord Jesus Christ, because he is only a man and only a type of Christ. But at this point he does well and shows manifest superiority over his enemy and his rival. Saul is the king "like the nations round about;" that’s what they wanted. David is the "man after God’s own heart." And just like Jesus after he had been revealed to the world as its Saviour, he overcomes this great temptation. So David, after he has been revealed to Israel as its saviour, overcomes this great temptation and shows himself to be righteous. And, first of all;

1.
SAUL SEES IT – and acknowledges it and glorifies God.
Back there in the previous chapter in the mountains of Ziph, Saul was closing in on David. He knew he had David within reach but someone comes with that message from the Philistines; "They have invaded, Saul," and he has to leave off the chase. When Saul has an opportunity to get his hands on David, he will take it! When the situation is reversed, when Saul is literally handed to David on a plate and his men are egging him on, David will not do it. Saul fails his great test; David passes his. 

It was exactly like the last temptation of the Lord Jesus Christ and so it shows that he truly is Israel’s righteous saviour. "Again the devil took Jesus up into a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory and he said to him, 'All these things I will give you if you will fall down and worship me.' Then Jesus said to him, 'Go satan, for it is written, "You shall worship the Lord your God and serve him only"'" (Matthew 4:8-10). What did David say? Verse 4; "The men of David said to him, 'This is the day of which the Lord said to you, "Behold I am about to give your enemy into your hand and you shall do to him as seems good to you," and the kingdom of course will fall into your hands.'" But David resists! 

Not, mind you, that he does it obsequiously and without protest. To submit to the Lord’s will and even the rule of an unjust ruler does not mean we cannot protest or defend ourselves. Jesus himself said to the Jews, "Which of you convinces me of sin?" And they couldn’t do it. He was righteous. Paul said, "I appeal to Caesar." And it is actually I, he said to his fellow-Jews, who am following in the faith of our forefathers, not you. 

So David spoke respectfully, verse 8, "Now afterward David arose and went out of the cave and called after Saul saying, 'My Lord the King.'" And then in verse 12, "May the Lord judge between you and me and may the Lord avenge me on you. But my hand shall not be against you." Yet he spoke perfectly straightforwardly, as he said in verse 13, "As the proverb of the ancients says, 'Out of the wicked comes forth wickedness,' but my hand shall not be against you." And by this he showed himself to be truly like the Lord Jesus Christ. In 1st Peter, chapter 2, we read, “While being reviled, he did not revile in return. While suffering he uttered no threats. But he entrusted himself to God who judges righteously.” 

The Proverb says, “A soft answer turns away wrath.” It certainly did here. It melted Saul’s heart. Back in chapter 22 he could only refer to David as “the son of Jesse.” Now it is, “Is that you David, my son.” And he wept. But he didn’t repent. He didn’t acknowledge his sin. But he did at least say to David, “You are more righteous than I for you have dealt well with me while I have dealt wickedly with you. You have declared today that you have done good to me, that the Lord delivered me into your hand and yet you did not kill me. For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him go away safely? May the Lord therefore reward you with good in return for what you have done to me this day! Now behold I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hand. (vv.17-20)” Saul could see the way things were going, maybe even as Gamaliel cautioned the Sanhedrin to take their hands off Peter and John; just in case it might be the Lord’s work they are doing. 

Again in 1 Peter 2 Peter says, “I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul. Keep your behaviour excellent among the Gentiles so that in the thing in which they slander you as evil-doers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God.” And in a way, Saul did. “When a man’s ways please the Lord,” says the Proverb, “he makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.” 

So David is revealed now in this chapter, as “a man after God’s own heart.” Indeed, even as Christ at his great temptation to take the easy way to the throne, which he knew was his, he overcame and would not take that easy road. He would wait for God to set him upon the throne in his own time. David is, therefore, not only the king who is a saviour; he is the king who is a righteous saviour. And Saul, his enemy and his rival, sees it and acknowledges it.
 But so also, secondly, did 

2.
DAVID’S MEN SEE IT – and what better way to show his men, from among whom we could well expect his future cabinet-ministers would come, how the Kingdom of God is to be administered? 

David does rightly here. But he is a man and not completely righteous. Yet he has a heart that is tender enough to recognize that too so we read that, "It came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him because he had cut off the edge of Saul’s robe, so he said to his men, 'Far be it from me, because of the Lord, that I should do this thing to my Lord, the Lord’s anointed; to stretch out my hand against him, since he is the Lord’s anointed. And David persuaded his men with these words and did not allow them to rise up against Saul (vv.5-7)." To be able to hold up that bit of Saul’s robe was wonderful evidence to Saul of his real intentions but he should have had more honour for Saul’s person. 

Maybe you remember the story of quite a few years later, when David sent some messengers to the king of Ammon, whose father had just died, and the king of Ammon, Hanun, humiliated those messengers. He "shaved off half of their beards and cut off their garments in the middle, as far as their hips."
 And David promptly sent an army to teach Hanun his manners. But perhaps David realized in this instance that cutting a corner of Saul’s robe would have been viewed similarly by Saul. It probably seemed a very insignificant thing to David’s men but it was a very good example to them. 

Brothers and sisters, we cannot be greater than our Master. Yet, on the other hand, we are to strive to be like him. So we read in 1 Peter, chapter 2:20-21, “What credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if, when you do what is right and suffer for it, you patiently endure it, this finds favour with God; for you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example to follow in his steps.” 

David was able to teach them that lesson. But it took a bit of doing! The text says in verse 7, “David persuaded his men.” If you have a marginal reference, it says, “David tore apart his men.” In other words, David had the Dickens of a job to get his men to keep their hands off their swords.
 How did he do it? By standing there with his own sword out, threatening them if any of them would lay a hand on Saul? No, he tore apart these men’s intention; “he persuaded these men against taking Saul’s life with these words,” the text says. And what were the words, particularly? Verse 5 and 6: "It came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him because he had cut off the edge of Saul’s robe and he said to his men, 'Far be it from me, because of the Lord, that I should do this thing to the Lord’s anointed and stretch out my hand against him, since he is the Lord’s anointed.'" 

David was conscience-stricken because he had dishonoured Saul by cutting off the edge of his robe. Fathers and mothers, if we are going to be rulers in our homes; brother elders, if we are going to rule in the Church; fellow-Christians, if we are going to rule in the world, if we are going to have any influence in the world for God or for good, we are first of all going to have to have the righteousness internally that will recognize and deal with our own sins. David’s conscience bothered him. Literally, his heart struck him over what he had done. And being a public sin, he dealt with it publicly, before his own men. And so with these words of repentance and confession, he restrained his men and persuaded them, instead, to do right. 

Proverbs 16 says, “A kingdom is established in righteousness.” Thus so, rule in any other sphere in the world is also established in righteousness. Jesus had to tell the Jewish people to do what the scribes and Pharisees told them because they were teaching them the Scriptures; but then he said, “Don’t do what they do.” Jesus himself was not like that. He left an example that we should follow in his steps. And neither was David. And neither may we be. Our lives must be worthy of ruling. They never will be perfectly; but they must show that genuineness. My father sometimes recited a little poem on this subject:

'Twas a sheep, not a lamb, 

  that strayed away in the parable Jesus told,

A grown up sheep that had gone astray 

  from the ninety & nine in the fold.

Out in the meadows, out in the cold, 

  'twas a sheep the good shepherd sought.

Back to the flock, and into the fold, 

  'twas a sheep the good shepherd brought.

Why, for a sheep, should we earnestly long

  and so earnestly hope and pray?

Because there is danger, if they go wrong, 

  they will lead the young lambs astray.

For the lambs follow the sheep, you know, 

  wherever the sheep may stray.

If the sheep go wrong, it will not be long 

  till the lambs are as wrong as they.

So, with the sheep, we earnestly plead 

  for the sake of the lambs today.

If the lambs are lost, what a terrible cost

  some sheep may have to pay.

David is revealed as the righteous saviour of Israel. Saul sees it and he glorifies God. David’s men see it and what an example he gives to them of how the future kingdom is to be ruled. Thirdly,

3.
THE WHOLE PEOPLE SEE IT – and what better way to attract them to him when God eventually brings him to the throne?

Of course the whole people would have got to know about it! These men of David had families back home and it would filter back through David’s Security Intelligence Service. Many of Saul’s three thousand men would have seen it and it would have got back to their families. And how that righteousness displayed so unostentatiously and so unselfishly must have opened up the hearts of the people to accept David when finally he did come to the throne. And how also, later, it would have helped unite the nation and bring the two sides together at the end of the civil war. 

Keilah would have handed David over into Saul’s hand, understandably if not excusably. Ziph betrayed David without cause but David never took revenge; nor did he play Saul’s parochial game by which he could address his cabinet as his family, “Hear now O Benjamites” (22:7). David understood weakness. David understood fear. He knew it personally as perhaps all the Lord’s servants must. Neither did he take revenge on Saul’s tribe, the tribe of Benjamin, either; not even on Saul’s family. When Saul and Jonathon died, David wept! No doubt this played its part in enabling him to unite the kingdom. And later in history, David’s tribe and Saul’s tribe were one. You remember when the kingdom divided under Rehoboam, Solomon's son, Judah and Benjamin formed the southern kingdom. 

People will trust and follow a man or a parent who does not act for their own personal advantage, but Saul was so obviously, and only, concerned about himself. People will accept and follow someone who deals with sin openly and forthrightly, including and especially his own sin, as insignificant as it may seem. It is only a man who is righteous like this that people will trust; that children will trust, parents. And the people of Israel did. They accepted him. They received him and gave themselves to him in heartfelt service. 

David is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ – the ultimate Saviour, of all the world! At his baptism he was revealed as the Saviour of the world. In his temptation he was revealed as the righteous Saviour of the world. His Father said, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well-pleased.” And why was the Father well-pleased with him? Because he was righteous. “He was tempted in every way as we are, but without sin.”
 

David was a man after God’s own heart. How much more so was the Lord Jesus Christ? He tells us in John’s Gospel, “I can do nothing of my own initiative. I do not seek my own will but the will of him who sent me. I do not speak on my own initiative but the Father himself who sent me has given me the commandment, what I should say and what I should speak.”
 And at the end of his life he could look the absolutely holy God in the face and say, “Father, I have glorified you on the earth. I have accomplished the work which you gave me to do. Glorify me now therefore together with yourself Father, with the glory which I always had with you before the world was. The words you gave me, I have given to my people.”
 Jesus was absolutely righteous. "In him was no sin, neither was there any deceit in his mouth." 

He certainly did not seek his own advantage. "Although he existed in the form of God, he did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped after. He emptied himself and took upon himself the form of a bond-servant and was made in the likeness of men. Being found in the appearance of man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient, even to death, even to the death of the cross."
 

Jesus came to this world as the Saviour, as the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. And to perform that task he was perfect as well as sympathetic. Surely he was, wasn’t he? Congregation, friends, young people, children, you are going to commit yourself to somebody in this world because that is how mankind has been made. We are made to follow. Who better? Who more worthy? Who more attractive?  Who has your interests more at heart than the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Congregation, friends, young people, children, we have a serious problem. Israel was in difficulty because of sin. That’s why Israel needed a king and a saviour. We have at least the same difficulties in our world and for exactly the same reason. As a matter of fact, the situation is the same the world over, history through. Israel is only a picture in physical dimensions of the whole world, spiritually. We’re sinners and we stand condemned before God, facing only eternal judgment. But God has sent a Saviour, his own beloved Son. How much he loved us. 

And that Son loved us too for "he gave himself for us." Is it possible for there to be a better Saviour in any way? Could there possibly be a more loving, a more selfless Saviour? What more could he have done for us? Why do you not therefore receive him? For he is not only a loving Saviour who could not have done anymore for you than he has; we are sinners; and we know it. And underneath whatever mental and spiritual unease we have guilt is at the bottom of it. And because of our sin and guilt, the all-powerful, all-holy God, stands as our judge. 

But in love he has provided for us a Saviour who is holy and who is righteous. That holy and righteous Saviour became the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world and he offers to us again this morning full and free forgiveness. Why don’t you receive him? 

Amen

John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 22nd May, 2005
�   Ellison puts 23:19-29 together with chap.24, but there is a different note. God saves David by a direct providential intervention in Keilah and Maon (chap.23); in Engedi David saves himself (chap.24).


�   There is another note in Saul's response that I have not dealt with: viz., his appeal to David to covenant with him. David does so, but asks nothing of Saul in return. We are to be as harmless as doves, but as wise as serpents, Jesus told us. Baldwin also notes that cutting is a leading motif in this passage. In 20:14-17 Jonathan requests David not cut him off when he comes to throne, nor his loving-kindness from his house when the Lord cuts off David's enemies. So Jonathan cut a covenant with the house of David. In 23:18 they cut a covenant. Then David cuts off the corner of Saul's robe. Did it remind Saul of when he had grasped Samuel's robe and tore it and Samuel said, "Thus has the Lord torn the kingdom from you" (15:28)?


�   2 Samuel 10:4f.


�   The use of the expression 'Dickens of a job' comes from the life of Charles Dickens. Before he wrote novels he was a newspaper reporter. He conducted interviews with such persistence and perception that his name became synonymous with a thorough job; hence, the Dickens of a job.


�   Hebrews 4:15.


�   John 5:30; 6:38; 12:49.


�   John 17:4-5,8.


�   Philippians 2.
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